
Community Engagement 
– even earlier and better than before?



So where did this all begin...

Throughout the whole of the last 

decade there were deep fears in 

the ‘Tory Shires’ activist base 

about Labour’s demands for ever 

higher housing numbers...  

... it was one of the few issues that 

united everyone in the grassroots.

A frequently used Conservative 

campaign image around the country



The Localism Bill so far...

• Introduced on 13 December 2010

• 300+ pages long

• Series of ‘abolitions’ and 

amendments to existing planning 

legislation

• A promise of a ‘planning revolution’

• Statutory consultation and 

engagement



2011 Budget  growth agenda...

Laid out a pro-growth, pro-development, policy 

agenda  in some detail, including:

• A 12 month guarantee for the processing of all 

planning applications, including any appeals.

• The Government are consulting on proposals 

to make it easier to convert commercial 

premises to residential.



Pre-Application Consultation

Neighbourhood Development 

Plans

Community Right to Build

Councillor Involvement in 

applications

Financial consideration in 

applications

Big Ticket itemsBig Ticket Items
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Clause 102 – Pre App Consultation

Will cover applications for more than 200 homes or a residential site area 

of four 

hectares or more or 10,000 square metres or more of commercial 

floorspace, or with a 

site area of two hectares or more. 

Further secondary regulation will set out:

• Publicity required for the consultation. 

• The form of consultation to be undertaken. 

• Obligations for collaboration between the developer and others on 

design. 

• The timetable for any consultation carried out under the regulations. 



Neighbourhood Development Plans

1. Communities within local authorities will be able to develop their 
own local planning ideas.  

2. Neighbourhood development plans will have to conform to local 
plans and national policy framework 

– can’t  create new policy, but rather,  work within existing choices and restrictions.

3. ‘Freedom’ to  decide where housing numbers should go 
- not to choose not to have them.

4. Funding is available for early pilots.   Can only work effectively 
where LDFs / Local Plans have already set the parameters for the 
‘difficult decisions’.



Community right to build

1. Designed to provide an alternative route to planning permission  
where local support is evident.

2. The local authority must make a neighbourhood development 
order if more than half those voting locally in a referendum are in 
favour.

3. Certain types of development are expressly excluded, such as 
County Council planning matters, waste infrastructure or very 
large schemes within the nationally significant infrastructure 
decision making system.



Councillor Involvement in 

applications...

 Councillors can  engage with 

applicants

 Councillors can campaign on 

planning applications  – and 

subsequently vote



Building Better Relationships 

 Share proposed consultation 

programmes

 Be creative in approaches

 Set measurable outcomes and targets

 Get online
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Enhanced ConsultationEnhanced Consultation



Breaking the mouldBreaking the Mould



Demonstrating Support



For information as it unfolds...

www.localism.co.uk

http://www.localism.co.uk/

