


Shared Voices Starting point

“ Parents are children’s first and most 
enduring educators. When parents and 
practitioners work together the results 
have a positive impact on children’s 
development and learning ”

Statuary framework for the Early Years 
foundation Stage, 2007



Shared Voices

• Two term project
• 6 schools and a Children’s Centre
• Three meetings to share and discuss
• Funding from Standards grant. £2.500 per setting
• Documentation from the project published for all schools



Key lines of enquiry

• Development of learning diaries

• WOW notes

• Parent meetings

• Capturing learning on camera



Learning diaries
• “Children chose what they want to 

put into their book, they include their 
own photo’s, there are comments 
from parents. They are encouraged 
to put anything from home”

• “I wanted the children to feel total 
ownership for their diary from the 
outset, these books belonged to the 
children and they were in charge”



• The children and parents have really taken ownership, it has 
helped to build a wider picture of the child.



“ The children just love to show their scrapbooks. It is just 
one way of encouraging parent partnership but as a means 
of communication and mutual interest it is just invaluable. 
The children have real ownership of these books.”

Practitioner in West Somerset



WOW moments



Using Talking Tins 
to record ideas



Parent meetings



Capturing 
learning on 
camera



Benefits



• “There are many 
moments of ‘busyness’
that we as adults, miss. 
Through the shared 
voices project we 
encouraged the children 
to celebrate their own 
successes”


