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The guidanca note is for local authority eady yaars
and azsesrment advisors, hasdteachars and all
practitioners working with reception-age children
The aim ik to support practitionans n devaleping
dialqg.ln with parants and children, slmpgwnring
them to engage actively in assessment. Having a
fzruen for shared wolces enables all contributons.

Lo participate on equal terrre. This in tum ensures
that scale paint judgements are based on & halistic
pictura of a child, drawn from mudtiple pespectives.

“Faronts are children's first and most enduring
educators. Whan parants and practiticnars waork
togather in sarly years sattings, tha results have
a pasitive impact on children's development
and laaming, ™
A kay finding from the Effective Provision of Pra-
school Education project’ was that good outcormes
for childeen ara linked to early years sattings
where there is strong parental imehement, where
educational sims ane shared with parents, formative
teadback is provided to childran and the child's
prograss is regularly discussed with parents.
Similarly, the EYFS protile handbook advises
that, to obstain a complate picture of a child, the
practitionsr, parant and child showld all contribute
to the child's EYFS profile. This is based on the
ursderstanding that:
scheol s anly part of a child's life experience
childran learn cutsids the school setting and
respond variably to different paople, places
and everits

parent’s insights and waalth of knowledge about
their childran is an integral part 1o building the
pictura of their child's laaming and development

within & supportive and empowering environment
childran can ba capabls assessors of thair own
|lzarning and develoomant.
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To construct EYFS profila judgamants that ara a trus
raflection of a child's learming and developrant, the
practitioner's, parents’ and child's perspectives must
e shared. Judgements rmade for an EYFS profile are
incompdeta without contributions from childran and
thair familias.
In ordar to achiave this, practitiones need to
actively encourage the parent and the child 1o
particpata in the asmassment process on an equal
footing. Te foster this process, practitioness. nead to
usi @ range of strategies to build maaningfu
ralationships with childran and families, bullt on
miutual trust and respect

astablish a shared language threugh listening
12 and respondng 1o the parspactive of the
child and thair famiby

actively seek parent’s and children’s views and
ansure thesa observations form part of the
aRzaREmant

oraate appropriata spaces and set aside tima for
sharad conversations with children and parants
that will anable all parties to talk, be listened o,
raflect and plan next steps togethar,

In arder for parents and children to confidently
contrioute to assessmant, practitioners need to start
from the pramise that all parents and childran have
contrinutions to make and want thair viess heard
I some appear disengaged, it is tha responsibility
of the practitioner to {sensitivaly) find out why, and
to develop stratagies to support them being more
actively invalved in the asesement process

This guidance explares same aof the ways ta
anable parants and children to contribute to

tha assassmant process

! The word parent or pareris covery mother, athen, legal guardiam
and the pnmary carers of childes in publs e

¥ Thi sy Youws Founclation Stoge: Seming e itardeich lor laatming,
devalopmant and care for children foem birth o fue [publahed 207 by
Dapartmant bor Childran Schooh and Famiias )

* i longtudbnal shicky unchrtskan by the Instite of Educstion
Uriversity of London Ten 1997 1o 20003

Shared Voices Starting point

Parents are children’s first and most
enduring educators. When parents and
practitioners work together the results
have a positive impact on children’s
development and learning ”

Statuary framework for the Early Years
foundation Stage, 2007
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Shared Voices

Two term project

6 schools and a Children’s Centre

Three meetings to share and discuss

Funding from Standards grant. £2.500 per setting
Documentation from the project published for all schools



Key lines of enquiry
® Development of learning diaries
* WOW notes

® Parent meetings

® (Capturing learning on camera
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Learning diaries

“Children chose what they want to
put into their book, they include their
own photo’s, there are comments
from parents. They are encouraged
to put anything from home”

“I wanted the children to feel total
ownership for their diary from the
outset, these books belonged to the
children and they were in charge”
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ilél"ren_an pe lents have really taken ownership, it has
| to build a wider picture of the child.




The children just love to " Serapbooks. It is just
one way of encouraging ps ership but as a means

of‘ @@mmunicatio utual ir titisjustinv_g_laa __1

_The children: wners f these books.

Practitioner in West Somerset







Using Talking Tins
to record ideas



| Parent meetings




liminster and The Levels Children’s Centres

What | did:

At tha Levals Children's Centra we have purchased
four Tulf cameras and one digital picture frame.

In order to encourage the developmeant of shared
knowledge and an understanding of children’s
developmaent between practitioners and parants,
across the Children's Centre we have begun to record
what children do on camera.

The Tl cameras will be used within the nursery by
the children themselves, and in the various family
Eroups within the Children's Centra.

This gave parents
the opportunity to
see on film and
sfill picture what
their children have
been doing during
their time at
nursery that day.

Parents will also take the cameras home and videa
their children at home. This will give the practiticner
a wider knowledge of the child in different situations
and how they are in those situations,

A mare informed knowledge of the child in different
situations will assist the practitionar to make
accurata judgements on the pathways booklet

Practitioner — Liz Maskew

Benefits:

| hawve also decided to usa the camara in ordar to
raize the confidence of one litthe boy who is
experiencing difficultly settling into nursery. This
littte boy's family are going through a family crisis at
this time. Both he and his mother are experiencing
amotional stress. By sanding the Tuff camaras
hamee, it = hoped that Bboth the mother and the little
by will feel more part of our nursary. This will give
the little boy something special to share with his
peers, and help the parent feel more imvolved in the
child's time both at nursery and home.

What happens next:

I have alkss
approached the
Children's Centre
worker who is poing
to usa the cameras
in PEEP groups and
childminder
sassions. This will
allow us to share what is happening within the
groups with the wider centre.

Evantually the childmindars could use them at homea
1o share with the parents and families they are
working with.

Capturing
learning on
camera

WWW.SOMERSET.GOV.UK

Ceanty Council
—




I|.‘|

H

Benefits

A $tax S™ laole
DouddA =ousd '
Boeck AATTE OIS
aas - Joumes M;,E,
"ase tThose A

hae 77

Yes !

Mduu—.
Supes |
& supr




“There are many
moments of ‘busyness’
that we as adults, miss.
Through the shared
voices project we
encouraged the children
to celebrate their own
successes”
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